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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO H-02 /015 W 

127960 312002Z/41 
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FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9278 

UNCLAS BUDAPEST 2974 

TO GERTH (EUR/EE) FROM WILGIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: HU 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE; REP. HOLLENBECK 

1 . RE THE LETTER OF AUGUST 12 DRAFTED BY YOU. FROM ATWOOD TO 
REP. HOLLENBECK. CONCERNING THE DIFFICULTY MR. ERNEST BALOGH 
REPORTED IN ATTENDING SOCIAL EVENTS AT THE EMBASSY. THE FOLLOW- 
ING RESPONSE IS SUGGESTED: 

2. WE HAVE RECEIVED A RESPONSE FROM AMBASSADOR KAISER CONCERN- 
ING MR. ERNEST BALOGH'S LETTER TO YOU OF AUGUST 1, IN WHICH HE 
REPORTED THAT HE WAS NOT BEING ADMITTED TO SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

IN THE AMERICAN EMBASSY. AMBASSADOR KAISER HAS LOOKED INTO THE 
MATTER AND HAS FOUND THAT THE SOCIAL FUNCTIONS TO WHICH MR. 

BALOGH WAS REFERRING ARE THOSE HELD IN THE MARINE HOUSE ON THE 
TOP FLOOR OF THE EMBASSY BUILDING. IT HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY FOR 
THE MARINES TO SHOW A MOVIE ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AND TO HOLD 
A "HAPPY HOUR" ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON AFTER THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS. 

3. THE EMBASSY'S POLICY ON WHO MAY BE ADMITTED TO THESE 
SOCIAL OCCASIONS IS GUIDED BY THREE MAIN CONSIDERATIONS. 

FIRST. THESE EVENTS ARE HELD IN THE LIVING QUARTERS OF 
THE MARINES AND, THEREFORE. THOSE ATTENDING ARE GUESTS 
OF THE MARINES. AS THIS IS THEIR HOME, IT IS NOT INTENDED 
THAT IT SHOULD BE FREELY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, AMERICAN OR 
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FOREIGN. GUESTS ARE SELECTED BY THE SAME CRITERIA THAT 
ANY HOST MIGHT USE IN INVITING PEOPLE TO SOCIAL EVENTS 
AT HOME. 

4. A SECOND CONSIDERATION IS THE SECURITY OF THE EMBASSY. 

BECAUSE THE EVENTS ARE HELD ON THE TOP FLOOR OF THE BUILDING, 

GUESTS ARE PASSING IN THE VICINITY OF SENSITIVE AREAS. 
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REASONABLE PRECAUTIONS ARE TAKEN, IN TERMS OF IDENTIFYING 
AND ESCORTING GUESTS. MOREOVER, WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS THE 
GUESTS ARE AMERICANS AND MEMBERS OF THE WESTERN DIPLOMATIC 
COMMUNITY. 

5. A THIRD CONSIDERATION IS THAT DURING THESE EVENTS, REFRESH 
MENTS ARE SOLD THAT HAVE BEEN IMPORTED DUTY FREE FOR EMBASSY 
USE. IN ORDER TO DO THIS, THE GUESTS MUST HAVE DUTY FREE 
IMPORT PRIVILEGES GRANTED BY THE HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT. 

LAST MARCH THE EMBASSY DECIDED TO RESTRICT THE ATTENDANCE AT 
THESE FUNCTIONS TO MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN AND WESTERN COMMU- 
NITY WHO WERE WELL KNOWN TO THE MARINES. 

6. THERE IS A GENUINE INTEREST ON THE PART OF THE AMERICAN 
STAFF AT THE EMBASSY IN MEETING OTHER AMERICANS VISITING 
OR RESIDING IN HUNGARY. NOT ONLY ARE THEY INCLUDED IN 
OFFICIAL CULTURAL AND SOCIAL EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE 
EMBASSY, BUT ARE ALSO FREQUENTLY INVITED TO THE HOMES 
OF MEMBERS OF THE STAFF. 

KAISER 
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